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Weather: High temperatures were a bit lower last week.  Furthermore, thirty-
one weather stations recorded average temperatures below normal whereas 
only six weather stations recorded below average temperatures the previous 
week. High temperatures ranged from 87 degrees in Grants Pass, Ontario, and 
Rome to 64 degrees in the Astoria/Clatsop area. The Bandon, Portland, 
Roseburg, and The Dalles weather stations reported low temperatures in the 
fifties, while the rest of the State reported low temperatures mainly in the 
thirties and forties. Most areas received precipitation last week. Tillamook 
and Bend were the only stations that received more than inch of rainfall, 
while Lakeview and Lorella, both located in South Central Oregon were the 
only stations that did not receive any precipitation. 
 
Field Crops: First cutting of hay continued throughout many areas of the 
State.  Many western and some eastern Oregon hay growers were caught with 
hay on the ground as rains moved through last week.  Very little haying was 
done last week as wet conditions kept most farmers out of the field. Field 
corn was doing well and most red clover was off fields in Washington 
County.  Hay quality in some north central and northeastern Oregon areas 
have been lowered due to rain damage.  Untimely rain interfered with 
pollination of some Kentucky bluegrass in north central areas.  Cereal leaf 
beetles are causing some damage to wheat fields in some central counties.  In 
the north central counties, timely June rains have been good for wheat and 
barley crops.  Grain yields were expected to be good. 
 
Vegetables: Early potatoes grown in the Willamette Valley were available at 
the Farmer’s markets. The rainy weather did not affect the peas and beans 
growing in Washington County.  Heat loving vegetables such as tomatoes, 
sweet corn, carrots, and beets were developing slowly.  Brassica vegetable 
seed fields were in bloom in Marion County.  Cooler temperatures in Klamath 
County limited the amount of potatoes planted. 
 

Fruits and Nuts: Sweet cherry harvest began in the Willamette Valley; 
cherries were available at farmers markets. Royal Ann and Chelan cherry 
harvest began in The Dalles area. Bing cherries were not ready for harvest 
yet, but the quality looked excellent and moderately large. To date, there has 
not been any significant rain that would damage the cherry crop. Cherry fruit 
fly spraying continued all week. The week started with thunderstorms and 
rain in Hood River County, and gradually improved during the week. Only 
minor cherry damage was reported.  Rain in Douglas County was not 
welcomed by cherry growers; some fruit cracking was reported. Growers 
have kept vigilance up against fungal diseases. Spraying continued on orchard 
and vineyard crops. Heat unit accumulation has fallen below average, and 
will slow some fruit crop development. Grape growers were concerned again 
about rain at pollination. The strawberry crop was suffering from powdery 
mildew. The raspberry crop was starting to mature, with some berries 
harvested. Strawberries continued to be available throughout the Willamette 
Valley; rain damage was reported in the southern Willamette Valley. Early 
raspberries were also available, while blackberries and blueberries continued 
to form. Southern Oregon strawberry harvest was winding down. 
 
Nurseries and Greenhouses: Greenhouses started to clean up and finishing 
moving out plant starts. Nurseries moving into summer activities of irrigation, 
moving pots, and cleaning up. Still busy with sales of potted and balled and 
burlapped trees and shrubs. Sales winding down in some areas. Some plant 
material moving to landscape firms. 
 
Livestock, Range and Pasture: Pastures and rangeland continued to be in 
good condition throughout the State. Most areas were still green with 
continued growth and good forage available. Standing water remained in 
some low-lying pastures in western Oregon. Rangeland, in eastern Oregon, 
continued to maintain in good condition with adequate moisture in most 
areas. Livestock were reported in very good condition across the State. 

 
 

Soil Moisture-Week Ending 06/18/06 

 Very 
short Short Adequate Surplus 

 Percent Percent Percent Percent 
Topsoil 
Subsoil 

0 
0 

11 
11 

85 
87 

4 
2 

Crop Progress-Week Ending 06/18/06 

Crop This 
week 

Last 
week 

Last 
year 

5 year 
average

 Percent Percent Percent Percent 
Alfalfa hay, first cutting 
Barley headed 
Spring wheat headed 
 

68 
69 
48 

 

55 
37 
31 

 

- 
70 
54 

 

- 
64 
39 

 
Days suitable for fieldwork 5.3 6.4 - - 

 
Crop Condition-Week Ending 06/18/06 

Crop Very 
poor Poor Fair Good Excellent

 Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent 
Winter wheat 
Spring wheat 
Barley 
Range and pasture 

2 
0 
0 
0 

2 
2 
0 
2 

29 
23 
18 
24 

58 
62 
72 
58 

9 
13 
10 
16 
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WESTERN OREGON 
 
 
 
BENTON/LINN/LANE: Mint nearing harvest. Some “lodging” 
or grass falling over in the heavy rains.  Two days ago early 
harvest said to be a week to 1 ½ weeks away. Early blueberries 
turning color. Strawberries – 10-15% rain damage. Blackberries 
and raspberries are a huge crop; still blooming. Grape bloom 
looks good so far, crops looks mediocre. Cherry bloom early 
cherries cracking. Plum/prune and peaches are sizing nicely. Pears 
are a nice crop, moderate to small crop. Asian pears are a light 
crop. Apple and pears showing actually little scab damage even 
though the weather has been wet; depends on area. Codling moth 
expected emergence did NOT happen. Early potatoes are at the 
Farmers markets. Carrots, beets, and tomatoes very slow at 
growing. Mediocre sales this past week at the Farmers market, 
even slower week this week. 
 
CLACKAMAS: Cool and damp. The slight chance of showers 
prophesied turned out to be thunder showers with some hard rain, 
then showers almost every day. Several of us were caught with 
our hay down; still down and probably not much food value left. 
Total precipitation for the week now over a quarter inch. Local 
strawberries available and some early raspberries. Row crop 
planting about done. 
 
COLUMBIA: Weather still cool. Isolated heavy rainfall but 
generally good conditions. Warming trend coming. Hay cut over 
the weekend for baling this week. Some septoria on wheat. Heads 
still look good. 
 
COOS/CURRY: Low temperatures above normal and highs 
below normal most of the week for southern. Rain, heavy at times 
mid week. Ground pastures improved to mostly good condition, 
but some of the low lying pastures still have standing water. 
Brookings area experienced nearly 0.75 inches of rainfall on 
Wednesday. In Brookings, low temperature for the period was 
51.26 degrees, 5.35 degrees above the 5-year average. High 
temperature for the period was 71.80 degrees, 5.69 degrees below 
the 5-year average. Precipitation for the period was 0.85 inches. 
Precipitation for Weather year stands at 106.77 inches. In Bandon, 
low temperature for the period was 53.51 degrees, 8.77 degrees 
above the 5-year average. High temperature for the period was 
65.23 degrees, 0.44 degrees below the 5-year average. 
Precipitation for the period was 0.37 inches. Weather year 
precipitation stands at 69.09 inches.   
 
DOUGLAS: A cool drizzly week slowed field activity. Very little 
haying was done as damp weather kept most people out of the 
field. Rain was not a welcome site for cherry growers as crops get 
close to mature. Some cracking of fruit has been reported. 
Growers have had to keep a vigilance up against fungal diseases. 
Spraying continues on orchard and vineyard crops as well as 
ornamentals. Heat unit accumulation has fallen back below 
average pace and will slow some fruit crop development for 
grapes, tree fruit, blueberries. Grape growers concerned again 
about rain at pollination. If we turn sunny next week grape crop 

will probably be ok. Strawberry crop having to fight powdery 
mildew. Raspberry crop starting to mature and some picking has 
occurred. Vegetable growers getting frustrated by slow 
development of summer crops. 
 
JACKSON: The week started with some rainy days. Hay that 
was down got wet but by weekend it had dried out and baled. The 
rain was quite heavy in some places and quite windy with the 
storms that knocked down some tall hay and grain. The fruit is 
looking quite good. Vineyards off to a good start with a good fruit 
set. Sweet corn looking good, as is most vegetable gardens. The 
rains giving good moisture for growth. Nurseries still busy with 
sales of potted and balled and burlapped trees and shrubs. 
Greenhouse getting started with maintenance and summer plants. 
Lots of good green pasture so all livestock looking good. Lots of 
haying this week after the rains ended. Days have been about 80 
degrees and night in the 50's. Water for summer irrigation looks to 
be in good supply. Pasture and hay having lots of growth. Should 
be a good hay year if the weather cooperates. 
 
JOSEPHINE: Moderate temperatures with some wind. It rained 
one evening, but overrall lovely weather. Strawberries are 
winding down. Truck gardens are looking good. Nursery sales 
have been brisk but are winding down now. Poor local economy, 
reflected in sales.  First cutting in hay fields continues, trying to 
judge inclement weather and get it in. Irrigation systems all set up 
to go when done. 
 
MARION: Numerous showers and cool windy weather hampered 
spraying operations for several days this week. Perennial ryegrass 
and tall fescue fields were thick with pollen this week when 
conditions were right. Some hay is being cut. A lot of brassica 
vegetable seed fields are in bloom. Most crops are maturing well. 
The rain early in the week split a few cherries, but for the most 
part did little damage. 
 
WASHINGTON: Grass seed heads look excellent. Some hay in 
fields waiting to dry out. Field corn doing well. Most clover (red) 
off fields. Grain emerging in late planted, wet fields. Strawberries 
continue to be abundant and juicy. Raspberries, blackberries and 
blueberries forming well. Rhubarb approaching second picking. 
Grapes sprayed to prevent mildew. Peas and beans growing well 
in cool rainy weather. Sweet corn over knee high. Tomatoes just 
setting, not much growth. Plants for gardens and flower beds 
selling well. Some pruning and dusting applied on ornamentals. 
Pastures holding well in rotation operations. Buffalo calves right 
frisky! Weed control measures applied to spring planted grains. 
High temperature 78, low 57. Cloudy and windy with .3" of rain. 
Humidity 78 to 85 percent. 
 
YAMHILL: Sweet cherry harvest started this week in the 
Willamette Valley on valley floor orchards. 
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EASTERN OREGON 
 
 
 
CROOK/JEFFERSON/DESCHUTES: Reports of some crop 
loss due to severe thunderstorms early in the week. Untimely rain 
has interfered with pollenation of some Kentucky bluegrass 
varieties. Severe hail in the Prineville area has damaged some 
peppermint. Cool and wet weather has facilitated higher than 
normal black rot problems in carrots. First cutting hay harvest is 
well under way, but rain has lowered market value of hay down. 
Precipitation came and lowered market value quality of alfalfa 
hay that has been harvest-delayed because of the precipitation. 
Cereal Leaf beetles are doing some damage in some cereal wheat 
fields in all three counties, including some found in the lower 
bridge area of northern Deschutes county. Hopefully ODA and 
APHIS will be doing some T.Julis wasp releases next week in the 
central Oregon area. Grass hay fields that were affected by clover 
mites and winter grain mites that were not affected too severely 
are growing through the damage. Bend and east of Bend 
(Deschutes County) received hail up to golf ball size; and from 
Powell Butte area to east of Prineville (Crook County) received 
hail. This did cause damage, in varying degrees to all of the crops 
in the affected areas. This happened early in the week, and along 
with that was a sizable amount of rain, across all of central 
Oregon. 
 
GILLIAM/WHEELER: Conditons have been rainy with cool 
temperatures. Still no sign of summer. 
 
HOOD RIVER: The week started with thunderstorms with rain 
and gradually improved through the week. Only minor damage to 
cherries from the rain was reported. Summer orchard operations 
continued throughout the Hood River Valley. 
 
KLAMATH: Cooler temperatures and scattered thunder storms 
during the week. Harvest continues for hay crops, limited planting 
of potatoes continues. Weed control measures being carried out in 
fields. Crops continue to look good. 
 
LAKE: Received some precipitation during the week. First 
cutting of alfalfa is down in some portions of the county. 
 
MALHEUR: Temperatures cooler than normal for most of the 
week. Friday through Sunday was good warm weather. Severe 

wind and thunderstorms in some areas. Ontario recorded only .11" 
of rain. Normal farming activity for this time of year. Cultivating, 
spraying and irrigating most crops still behind normal for this 
time of year. Cheatgrass range is turning red. 
 
MORROW: Precipitation over the last several weeks has delayed 
first cutting alfalfa hay in the upper country until now. Much of 
the first cutting that was put up has significant damage to quality 
because of the rain. North end alfalfa is into second cutting. 
Timely June rains have been good for wheat and barley crops. 
Grain yield will be average to above average in most locations. 
Spring grains look unusually good. 
 
UMATILLA: Wheat is starting to turn color. Winter and Spring 
wheat yields look good. Earlier severe weather was localized but 
rain has been widespread again this week. Hay caught down.  
Rain on first cutting or delaying second cutting.   
 
UNION: Grain conditions are average thus far.   Had isolated hail 
storms that damaged some grains, so yields will be down. At the 
beginning of the season grains were showing signs of drought 
stress, but the extra moisture received in the spring helped.  
Winter wheat is heading as are most other grains. 
 
WALLOWA: Good moisture through the week has many 
farmers and ranchers smiling. First cutting of hay is starting in the 
lower valley so it might rain some more but all crops are looking 
very good. Range conditions are maintaining. 
 
WASCO: Cherry harvest officially started Monday in The Dalles 
area on brine cherries. Bings are to get under way later. The Bing 
crop looks excellent with a moderately large crop size. Harvest of 
early cherry varieties such as Chelan and Royal Ann began this 
week; the fruit quality is very good. So far we have not received 
any significant rain that would damage the cherries. Cherry fruit 
fly spraying continued all week. Some rain was recorded early in 
week and at mid-week. The winter wheat fields in the early areas 
are still green. Strong winds hampered weed spraying on no-till 
grain stubble fields. Hay growers are irrigating for the second 
cutting crop. Cattle continue to do well on mostly good pastures. 
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Weather data for selected stations in Oregon, Week ending: June 18, 2006 (as of 11:00 am) 1 
Last week precip. 4 Season cum. precipitation 5 Air temperature 2 Growing 

degree days 3 Station 
Low High Avg. DFN 6 Total DFN 6

Total 
inches DFN 6 Days 7 Total 

inches DFN 6 Pct. 
normal Days 7

COASTAL AREAS 
    Astoria/Clatsop 
    Bandon 8 
    Cresent City 
    Florence 
    Tillamook 
WILLAMETTE 
 VALLEY 
    Aurora 8 
    Corvallis 
    Detroit Lake 8 
    Eugene 
    Hillsboro 
    McMinnville 
    Portland 
    Salem 
SW VALLEYS 
    Grants Pass 
    Medford 
    Roseburg 
NORTH CENTRAL 
    Condon 
    Echo 8 
    Heppner 
    Hermiston 
    John Day 
    Madras 8 
    Moro 
    Parkdale 8 
    Pendleton 
    The Dalles 
SOUTH CENTRAL 
    Agency Lake 8 
    Bend 
    Burns 
    Christmas Valley 8 
    Klamath Falls 
    Klamath Falls 8 
    Lakeview 
    Lorella 8 
    Redmond 
    Worden 8 
NORTHEAST 
    Baker City 
    Joseph 
    La Grande 
    Prairie City 8 
    Union 
SOUTHEAST 
    Ontario 
    Rome 

 
49 
54 
47 
43 
44 

 
 

48 
46 
48 
44 
46 
46 
53 
45 

 
47 
48 
50 

 
39 
45 
44 
43 
38 
41 
42 
38 
46 
50 

 
47 
37 
37 
34 
40 
40 
37 
39 
35 
38 

 
35 
39 
41 
38 
39 

 
43 
40 

 
64 
65 
65 
67 
65 

 
 

71 
69 
73 
72 
73 
72 
74 
72 

 
87 
84 
77 

 
74 
81 
78 
83 
78 
74 
75 
71 
79 
83 

 
75 
73 
80 
78 
77 
78 
81 
79 
75 
79 

 
78 
70 
79 
78 
75 

 
87 
87 

 
58 
59 
57 
57 
57 

 
 

61 
60 
59 
61 
61 
61 
64 
61 

 
64 
64 
63 

 
57 
64 
61 
64 
59 
59 
60 
57 
62 
65 

 
58 
55 
58 
56 
57 
57 
58 
58 
57 
56 

 
56 
54 
59 
57 
58 

 
66 
61 

 
+2 
+4 
+2 
+0 
+2 

 
 

-1 
-1 
+3 
-2 
-1 
-1 
+1 
-2 

 
-3 
-3 
+0 

 
-3 
-4 
-3 
-3 
-3 
-3 
-2 
-6 
-5 
+5 

 
+1 
-3 
+2 
-6 
-4 
-4 
-1 
-4 
-3 
-6 

 
-5 
-1 
-4 
+3 
-2 

 
-3 
-4 

 
55 
68 
50 
51 
51 

 
 

79 
72 
67 
76 
80 
76 
97 
78 

 
97 

100 
95 

 
51 
98 
78 

102 
63 
66 
72 
50 
83 

109 
 

57 
40 
61 
46 
53 
54 
59 
54 
49 
41 

 
45 
29 
61 
48 
58 

 
113 
82 

 
+7 

+26 
+4 
-1 

+10 
 
 

-1 
-3 

+11 
-6 
+0 
-3 
+3 
-2 

 
-17 
-14 
+1 

 
-16 
-21 
-15 
-17 
-19 
-15 

-6 
-35 
-30 
+29 

 
+4 

-14 
+4 

-35 
-23 
-22 

-7 
-22 
-18 
-35 

 
-28 

-8 
-26 
+14 
-12 

 
-18 
-18 

 
0.93 
0.41 
0.18 
0.65 
1.42 

 
 

0.23 
0.12 
0.97 
0.10 
0.16 
0.13 
0.27 
0.12 

 
0.97 
0.57 
0.45 

 
0.44 
0.59 
0.41 
0.49 
0.46 
0.56 
0.08 
0.60 
0.51 
0.17 

 
0.01 
1.04 
0.15 
0.19 
0.02 
0.01 
- 
- 
0.90 
0.07 

 
0.20 
0.43 
0.34 
0.79 
0.52 

 
0.07 
0.03 

 
0.36 
0.05 

-0.13 
0.07 
0.66 

 
 

-0.18 
-0.16 
0.45 

-0.25 
-0.19 
-0.11 
-0.08 
-0.22 

 
0.83 
0.43 
0.24 

 
0.18 
0.48 
0.20 
0.38 
0.11 
0.35 

-0.06 
0.46 
0.37 
0.03 

 
-0.20 
0.83 

-0.06 
-0.05 
-0.12 
-0.13 
-0.28 
-0.14 
0.74 

-0.07 
 

-0.15 
0.01 

-0.01 
0.40 
0.14 

 
-0.10 
-0.19 

 
4 
4 
2 
5 
6 

 
 

2 
4 
5 
3 
3 
4 
5 
3 

 
4 
3 
4 

 
3 
3 
4 
3 
4 
3 
2 
2 
3 
1 

 
1 
3 
2 
3 
2 
1 
- 
- 
4 
3 

 
4 
4 
4 
5 
4 

 
2 
2 

 
75.44 
63.89 
79.00 
81.30 
92.67 

 
 

49.87 
49.80 

100.88 
45.61 
43.39 
39.44 
39.98 
48.06 

 
46.65 
26.40 
46.39 

 
16.03 
11.12 
16.64 
11.15 
9.00 

12.66 
18.47 
45.24 
13.91 
18.96 

 
18.95 
20.68 
15.65 
7.68 

15.75 
15.31 
8.24 

17.72 
11.35 
13.44 

 
9.14 

18.45 
8.49 

14.56 
12.40 

 
13.00 
9.79 

 
12.36 
6.81 

15.49 
7.79 
8.49 

 
 

10.99 
8.89 

36.24 
-1.73 
7.92 

-2.21 
5.88 

10.66 
 

16.47 
8.50 

14.96 
 

3.47 
2.90 
4.05 
2.93 

-2.40 
3.46 
8.33 

15.48 
2.99 
7.45 

 
4.11 

10.37 
7.04 

-3.28 
3.44 
3.00 

-6.11 
5.41 
4.02 
1.13 

 
0.27 

-3.87 
-6.93 
-4.08 
0.69 

 
4.18 
2.69 

 
120 
112 
124 
111 
110 

 
 

128 
122 
156 
96 

122 
95 

117 
129 

 
155 
147 
148 

 
128 
135 
132 
136 
79 

138 
182 
152 
127 
165 

 
128 
201 
182 
70 

128 
124 
57 

144 
155 
109 

 
103 
83 
55 
78 

106 
 

147 
138 

 
179 
141 
145 
164 
181 

 
 

152 
155 
173 
141 
147 
146 
157 
146 

 
132 
107 
145 

 
98 
98 

112 
79 

111 
114 
92 

150 
101 
97 

 
113 
83 

103 
88 

100 
132 
66 

120 
93 

122 
 

99 
126 
85 

107 
110 

 
94 
88 

 1 Summary based on NWS data. Copyright 2006: AWIS, Inc. All Rights Reserved. 
 2 Air temperature in degrees Fahrenheit. 
 3 Growing degree days base-50 degrees Fahrenheit. 
 4 Precipitation (rain or melted snow/ice) in inches. 
 5 Season cumulative precipitation starts September 1, 2005. 
 6 DFN=Departure from normal (using 1961-1990 normals period). 
 7 Precipitation days = Days with precipitation of 0.01 inch or more. 
 8 Agri-Met weather stations. 


